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Young Frankenstein  
By: Dayna Lawrence & Riley Van Deventer   

 This year’s Eastside Theater Company production was 

Young Frankenstein, a classic play written by Mel Brooks, which 

ran from February 2 to February 4. 

 The show centered around a man named Frederick Frank-

enstein, who settled down in Transylvania on his grandfather, Victor 

Frankenstein’s, estate. He met colorful characters along the way 

named Igor, Inga, and Frau Blücher.  

 Rehearsals began in November, which gave the cast a total of three months to put together the 

outstanding production. Since the show was a musical, the cast incorporated singing, acting, and danc-

ing. 

 The responsibility does not completely rely on the cast. ETC has an important crew that 

helped everything run smoothly. There was a large, revolving crew this year, and people came and 

went as they were needed. Director Mrs. Delucci said, “It’s great to see our 

East students being involved in putting this musical together. Everyone played 

an important role in the success of the musical.” Whether the students were in 

the lighting booth, moving sets behind the scenes, or acting on stage, the show 

could not have gone on without them.  

 This unique performance of a classic tale was a must-see. Great job 

ETC! 
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School of Character 
By: Edward Wolf 

 High School East was recognized as a State School of Character by the New Jersey Alliance 

for Social, Emotional, and Character Development. East has established a clear mission and is commit-

ted to promoting student achievement through the ideals inherent in respect, responsibility, trustworthi-

ness, caring, fairness, and citizenship. The designation as a School of Character does not imply East is 

without problems, but East is committed to creating a culture of excellence through increased student 

and staff expectations and behavioral outcomes. The entire staff are actively involved in the success of 

the Character Program. 

 “This could not have been accomplished without the help of the students adapting to changes 

over the last couple of years and participating in the character education programs implemented,” Mr. 

Thomas said. Over the last two years, East has evolved into a highly respectable school with amazing 

young adults embracing character education. “Receiving the NJSSOC designation is the culmination of 

over two years of much effort by all involved in creating this caring community that strives to graduate 

smart and good students,” Mr. Weidenbush said. 

 “East has established a better understanding of school expectations and is shifting into a cul-

ture that expects positive school behavior and is accountable of its actions,” Mr. Thomas states. Some 

of the improvements include improved student attendance, positive climate, fewer discipline referrals, 

and attendance on standardized tests. “Character education will only become a bigger part of what we 

do at East. We will continue to refine our practices and celebrate our successes as we move forward,” 

Mr. Thomas said. 

 East now holds the State School of Character designation for three years, and will serve as a 

model of excellence within New Jersey. East is now in contention of becoming a National School of 

Character and the results will be announced in March. “I do not expect the journey to be easy in light of 

all of the other school, district, and state initiatives staff are expected to address. However, maintaining 

our focus of what we are here to do and that positive school behavior is the foundation of personal and 

academic success, we will accomplish our goal,” Mr. Thomas said.  

 Come to school every day, on time, and be ready to learn. 
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East News Briefs 
By: Tiffany Quinby 

Pay it Forward 
By: Mallory Tonra 

Hoops 4 Heart 
By: Mallory Tonra & Matthew Garbacki 

 Autism Academy began selling their new logos for the  

2016-2017 school year. All profits are used to fund social 

events, field trips, and Special Prom. For an order form 

please see Mr. Ebert in E1B. 

 Tuesday, January 17, The German Club held a meeting in 

Room M32. T-shirts, Fasching plans, and details for the 

spring Washington D.C. trip were discussed. All members 

are encouraged to attend and as always, new members are 

welcome. 

 The History Club is planning their next trip on February 

19 to Medieval Times. For more information, please see 

Mr. Cohen in E5B. 

 The Living History Travel Club will be meeting in 

the near future to discuss a possible paintball event in either 

March or April. They will also be discussing the senior trip 

for current freshmen to Spain, France, and Italy in the summer 

of 2020. If you are interested in going on the trip, please see 

Mr. S. in E7B for more information.  

 The Peer Leadership Program and Peer Leadership 

Advisors, Mrs. Nadeau and Mrs. Hay, have started Pay It For-

ward Day. Pay it Forward Day occurs once a month on a spe-

cific Friday. Mrs. Hay said paying it forward is, “people mak-

ing an effort to go out of their way to make a difference in oth-

ers’ lives.” These efforts can be a minor or major acts of kind-

ness that can go noticed, or unnoticed. On these Fridays, and 

everyday, students are encouraged to pay it forward in some 

type of way. Peer Leaders contribute by; helping others, giving 

compliments, sharing motivational quotes or lyrics, distrib-

uting candy, and writing inspirational notes. 

 This event began a few years back, but did not be-

come well-known until recently. Current seniors said that 

when they received quotes as freshmen, they felt inspired, 

which was a  major reason to continue this positive event. Pay 

It Forward was also a movie that inspired Peer Leadership.  

 All Peer Leaders participate in every activity, but they 

encourage all students and staff to join and pay it forward each 

and everyday. 

“Commitment is what transforms a promise into reality”  

-Abraham Lincoln 

 Raider character education continues into 2017 with 

commitment as the first character trait of the year. Most people 

create a New Year’s resolution, but studies have shown that 

only eight percent of people actually achieve completion of 

New Year’s resolutions.  

 Commitment is the state or quality of being dedicated 

to a cause or an activity. “To be committed to someone or 

something means you are willing to give up something im-

portant to get something done. For example, members of the 

Armed Forces make a commitment to support and defend the 

United States of America against all enemies. Their commit-

ment entails the possibility of giving up one’s life as a result of 

that commitment,” Mr. Weidenbush said. 

 Commitment is the first step in achieving success and 

commitment is not an overnight thing. It takes weeks, months, or 

even years in certain situations, but success takes commitment.  

“Without commitment, you cannot have depth in anything, 

whether it’s a relationship, a business, or a hobby” -Neil Strauss 

Character Education 
By: Edward Wolf  

 Hoops 4 Heart is coming to East on Thursday, February 

16 and Friday, February 17. This is a two day event with basket-

ball competitions, prizes, fun games, and donations to help raise 

money for the American Heart Association. Students are more 

than welcome to come to the gym and donate and/or shoot some 

hoops. The ultimate goal is to get at least $1 from every Raider, 

which would be the equivalent of about $1200, although Mr. 

Goodman’s dream goal is to raise about $2000.  

 “I want the students to know what it feels like to do a 

good thing,” Mr. Goodman said. All donations given by the stu-

dents will go to the American Heart Association. Hoops 4 Heart 

has been a tradition event held at East for approximately 20 

years. Mr. Goodman hopes to organize a competition for the 

freshman in which the class that raises the most money will get a 

party. Mr. Goodman notes that more money is made in elemen-

tary schools and hopes to change that moving forward. Hoops 4 

Heart is open to every student and faculty member with hopes of 

having a good time, while contributing to an amazing cause. 

 “Have a heart, save a life.” Go Raiders!  

Come Take A Trip 
By: Jordan Asri 
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Sports Spotlights 
By: Jordan Asri & Riley Van Deventer 

Club Spotlights 
By: Jordan Asri & Danielle Shaffery 

 The Spirit Club, founded in 2015, is looking for energetic students to get involved. The club is run by Mrs. Hatton and Ms. 

A. Fitzgerald. The club meets monthly in W10. The Spirit Club decorates the halls, creates signs to support teams and clubs, and 

also attends sporting events. The Spirit Club coordinates the mascots and the spring pep rally. They are also in charge of the Friday 

Patio Parties, face painting, and the sale of Raider Nation shirts, which are available at the school store. The goal of The Spirit Club 

is to build character and a positive climate for all students and staff. The club wants to bring more spirit to East and are always look-

ing for new students to bring ideas to the table. “High School East has become a team that is working together. We love creating 

team spirit and team unity. We've come a long way in a short time,” Ms. Fitzgerald said.  

 The Academic Club is always searching for bright and intellectual students to get involved. Mr. Tierney took over the Aca-

demic Challenge team in 2010. The club typically has one to two meetings a month depending on when competitions take place. 

These competitions consist of competing in a jeopardy-based trivia contest. Teams of four to six students face off against each other. 

Points are accumulated over the course of three rounds against three different teams. Usually the eight highest point totals move on 

to the play-offs. “We always like to see new faces. If anyone is interested, they can swing by for one of the meetings, or come see 

me during the school day,” Mr. Tierney said. 

 Drug Alcohol Resistance Team (DART) Youth Prevention Coalition (YPC) is always looking for new members who want 

to make a difference in reducing and preventing drug and alcohol abuse in the community. Student Assistant Coordinator, Mrs. 

Aulisi, is the club advisor, president of the club is senior Jarrett Weiss, the vice president is junior Jackie Francisco, and the secre-

tary is senior Alexa Leon. The club was started in September of 2013 and meets the last Monday of every month after school in 

W14. There is a program that the DART YPC started called Tea and Truth, which is a support group for staff, students, and anyone 

who has been impacted by substance abuse. The group meets the first and third Tuesday of every month; all are welcome to attend. 

“If you are passionate about reducing substance abuse in our school and in our community, pick up an application in E12,” Mrs. 

Aulisi said. 

The Raider winter sports teams have been working hard in practices, games, meets, and competitions. The winter sports 

programs have achieved individual, as well as team accomplishments throughout their respective seasons. 
 The Girls’ Swim Team is striving for success. Coach Scallon always expects the best out the team. “My expectations 

for my teams never change, we aim to win our conference every season. Every team is considered tough competition since they 

swim in the toughest division in the Shore Conference. This team has some of the toughest competitors I have ever coached,” 

Coach Scallon said. 
 “Competing everyday” is Coach Kanarkowski’s motto for success for the Boys’ Bowling Team.  The team continues to 

build the program and are competing with each other and every opponent they face. “Trust the process,” Coach Kanarkowski 

said. 
 Coach Reid has high expectations for the wrestling team and for senior, AJ Meyers, who aims to be the 2017 State 

Champion for his weight class. The team is looking to build off the respect and mental toughness that they displayed last season. 

As for the team itself, they are striving for a ten-win season. “We have some teams that we can beat, the kids just need to keep 

working hard,” Coach Reid said. 
 The Girls’ Bowling Team has been working very hard this season. Coach Clark is very proud of her girls and how they 

are doing. “The team is working very hard and improving every match, having lots of fun, and bonding as a team,” Coach Clark  

said. 
 The Raider Competition Cheerleaders took home the honor of Grand National Champions the weekend of February 4-5 

in Atlantic City at the “Battle at the Boardwalk” competition. They placed first in their division. The team is now practicing for 

their next competition, which will be held at the Sun Bank Arena in Trenton, New Jersey. 

 Good luck to all athletes going forward. 

Math League. 
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Michael Fobian 

By: Kim Lamparello 

Kelly Mulvaney 

By: Angelique Vittone 

Congratulations to the January Seniors of the Month! 

Mike is a respectable student who takes pride in his work. He is 

involved in the Eastside Theatre Company, Acapella Choir, NHS, 

Interact and Key Club, Ambassadors, and Peer leadership. 

“I am big enough to admit that I am often inspired by myself”  

-Leslie Knope  

Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 

A: Take as much of high school in as you can, because four years 

flies by faster than you’d ever imagine. 

Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 

A: James Madison University.  

Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 

A: Theatre/Acting. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect about East? 

A: The people of East are what makes it so great. East is a very 

diverse and welcoming community.  

Q: Who have been your greatest influences? 

A: My parents have always influenced me to do whatever makes 

me happy in life. 

Q: What are your plans for your future? 

A: In the future, I aspire to have a career in acting. 

Q: If you could switch lives with anyone, living or dead, who 

would it be? 

A: Jimmy Fallon because he has been on SNL and has his own 

late night talk show. 

Q: What are your favorite television shows?  

A: American Horror Story, Saturday Night Live, and Parks and 

Recreation.  

 

 

  
Kelly is involved in TEAM, Student Council, Peer Leader-

ship, NHS, Interact and Key Club, Ambassadors, Writing 

Center. She also runs cross country, winter track, and plays 

lacrosse in the spring. 
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in 

moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands 

at times of challenge and controversy” -Martin Luther King 

Jr. 
Q: What teacher has influenced you the most? 
A: Ms. Dziedzic and Mrs. Hay have both taught me the val-

ue of challenging myself. They are amazing at what they do 

and I know I will use many of the skills they taught me in 

college. 
Q: Do you have any advice for the underclassmen? 
A: My advice for underclassmen is to get involved. I met 

some of the best people I know by joining sports and clubs. 
Q: Where are you planning on going to college? 
A: I have applied to Fordham, Lehigh, Rutgers, The College 

of New Jersey, and The College of William and Mary, but I 

am not sure where I will be going yet. 
Q: What do you plan on majoring in? 
A: I plan on majoring in accounting. 
Q: Who have been your greatest influences? 
A: My greatest influences have been my two older sisters. 

They are both very smart and help me in many aspects of 

life. 
Q: What is your favorite movie? 
A: My favorite movie is Up. 
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Mr. Goodman-Physical Education Teacher 

By: Riley Van Deventer 

Who do you want featured in the next edition? 

Stop by W33 and let the staff know! 

know! 

Ms. Dziedzic-Mathematics Teacher 

By: Mackenzie Casais  

“If it is important enough to you, you will find a way. If it is not, you will find an excuse.” 

Q: Where did you attend college? 

A: I attended Georgian Court. 

Q: What was your major in college? 

A: Mathematics and Physics.  

Q: If you could teach any other subject, what would you teach? 

A: I would teach science. 

Q: How long have you been a teacher? 

A: I have been teaching for 22 years. 

Q: What is your favorite aspect of your job? 

A: When students have that moment where they truly understand what they are doing, 

can appreciate the mathematics behind it, and are proud of themselves for their accom-

plishment. 

Q: What do you do in your free time? 

A: Read (not math books).  

Q: What are some things you cannot live without? 

A: Family, friends, and my classroom being cold. 

Q: If you won the lottery, what is the first thing you would do? 

A: I would build a state of the art training facility (indoor and outdoor) for my softball players. 

Q: How long have you been coaching softball? 

A: I have been coaching for over 27 years. 

Q: What is your secret to success? 

A: To be fair, consistent, honest, and respectful. 

Q: What sports do you coach? 
A:  I coach freshman football and I am the assistant varsity basketball coach. 
Q: Where did you attend college? 
A: I went to West Chester University of Pennsylvania.  

Q: What did you major in? 
A: I majored in Kinesiology, which is the study of body movement and I am certified in 

Physical Education. 
Q: What are some of your hobbies? 
A: I love being outdoors. I enjoy the beach, kayaking, hiking, and fishing. I enjoy going to 

all of the New York Giants’ home games. I am active with my family, friends, and stu-

dents; that is what makes my day awesome. 
Q: If you could have any superpower, what would you choose? 
A: I would be a jumper. I would close my eyes and be anywhere I want. I would get to 

see the world and live the way I want to. 
Q: What is a talent you possess? 
A: My talent is coaching, I always feel I relate to the kids and have the ability to get the absolute most out of players I have coached.  
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With Valentine’s Day approaching, many are at a loss for gift ideas or date ideas. If you don’t have a significant other, 

don’t stress! Instead of sitting home and watching that Nicholas Sparks’ movie you’ve seen a hundred times, these ideas will grant 

great entertainment for friends or family members too. Although a fancy dinner date is always nice and it is fun to get dressed up, 

there are plenty of non-traditional and affordable ways to spend Valentine’s Day. 
 If you want to get up and do something active, ice-skating is a great option. Ice skating is great exercise, while also loads 

of fun. If ice skating isn’t really your thing, but you still want to partake in a physical activity, you could go for a walk on the beach 

or at a local park. The beach in the winter is even more beautiful than the summer. Searching for sea glass along the shore or ob-

serving nature with someone is extremely romantic and a great conversation starter. Grab a hot chocolate and bundle up during any 

of these outdoor activities to ensure an awesome Valentine’s Day. 
 If you are searching for indoors activities, visiting an aquarium is a great option. This is a perfect outing for people of all 

ages. Another simple and fun way to spend time with someone you love is to go out to the movies or to go get ice cream.  

 If you are more of a homebody, maybe you want to spend Valentine’s Day building a fort, baking some cookies, or hosting 

a movie marathon. Another idea is getting take-out from your favorite restaurant or playing some card games. Some of the best mo-

ments in life are spent enjoying the little things. 
 If you are alone this Valentine’s Day and decide to re-watch that sappy movie that makes you feel bad about your love life, 

at least do not forget to take advantage of the day after Valentine’s Day chocolate sales! 

 Valentine’s Day is only a few days away. One of the best things to do on this romantic day is to watch a bunch of  movies 

with friends or loved ones. There are many movies that are perfect for this holiday, but it’s hard to choose just one. This Valentine’s 

Day the top five movies to watch are The Notebook, Love, Actually, Titanic, When Harry Met Sally,  and 10 Things I Hate About 

You. Of course, there other movies to watch on Valentine’s Day, but you won’t regret watching any of these top films.  

Valentine’s Day 101 
By: Mackenzie Casais  

Top Movies 
By: Angelique Vittone 

Ingredients 

1. Put the semi-sweet and white chocolates into two separate 

heat-proof medium bowls.  

2. Fill two medium saucepans with a couple inches of water 

and bring them to a simmer over medium heat. 

3. Turn off the heat and set the bowls of chocolate over the 

water to melt. Stir the chocolate until it becomes smooth. 

4. Remove the melted chocolate and line a sheet pan with 

parchment or waxed paper. 

5. Holding the strawberry by the stem, dip it into the dark 

chocolate, lifting and twisting it slightly. 

6. Set the dipped strawberries onto the parchment paper. 

7. Dip a fork in the white chocolate and drizzle the white chocolate 

over the dipped strawberries. 

8. Let the strawberries cool for about 30 minutes. 

9. Enjoy your chocolate strawberries. 

1. Six ounces of chopped semi-sweet 

chocolate 

 2. Three ounces of chopped white 

chocolate. 

3. Strawberries with stems. 

www.foodnetwork.com 
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www.thriftymommastips.com 
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The Raider Readout Staff surveyed over 200 Raider students. 
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Inside the Next Issue: 

       “For me, Valentine’s Day is a day of loving and 
       gift giving, including chocolate, flowers, and  
       poetry” -Nick Fiume 
       “Spending time with my boyfriend and eating all 
       the candy he gets me” -Nicole August 
       “Discount chocolate afterwards” -Renee Ciufia 
       “I love the feeling of everyone being hopeful for  
       love” -Christina Joffe 

“Showing those who care for your affection” -Mr. Austin 
“My favorite part of Valentine’s Day is doing things for my daughters to teach them how to be treated 

properly” -Mr. McCann 
“The romance and showing love to the one’s you love” -Mrs. Hatton 

“My favorite thing about Valentine’s Day is the challenge of finding the perfect card and gift every 
time” -Mr. Rutter 

“I love the colors, candy, and red lollipops” -Miss Granato 


